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Baber-October 1952 


The Ninth Annual Convention, 
and Workers’ Conference was held 
in New Amsterdam August 5-10. 
Reports of all committees showed. 
encouraging growth spiritually and 
| physically, and we rejoice because of 
this. 

The need for catechists‘ houses, 
church buildings, and schools. is 
urgent, as evidenced in the proposed 
budget for 1953. Whether or not 
the goals set by the convention will 
be met depends on the co-operation 
of every Lutheran in British Guiana. 
_ Officers elected for the follow- 
ing year are: President—the Rev. A. 
R. Bowen; Vice president. and 
Treasurer—the Rev. W. J... Scott; 
Secretary—Catechist F.X. Muttoo. 
Additional members elected. to the 
Executive Committee are: the Rev: 
P. A. Magalee, Catechist F.B. Miller, 
Mr. C. S. Chu. 

__ The convention was pleased to 
receive a message from, the Rev: 
Hector Magalee who represents 
British Guiana in the world-wide 
Meeting of Lutherans at Hannover, 


(Left to Right) 
Second Row:—Seeram, Elias, Persaud, Pillay, Gookram, Muckunlall, Ramdeholl, Singh. 
First Row:—Parker, Steaman, Butisingh, Yisu Das, Baboolall, Harry, Bowen, 


CONVENTION AND CONFERENCE 


Pastor Magalee served in Section 11, 
World Missions, and as chairman of 
the Committee on Elections. 

On Sunday evening, August 10, 
a Service of Consecration for the 
students who have been in training 
for the past two years was conducted 
by the Rev. A. R. Bowen, President 
of the church, and Dr. G. Gordon 
Parker. The young men consecrated 
as Catechists are James B. Dookram, 
Clifton H.M. Elias, Edward H, 
Muckunlall, Krishen A. Persaud, 
Somasoondram  S. Pillay, David J. 
Ramdeholl, Roopnarine J. M. Singh, 
and Samuel G. Seeram. 

For the first time in the history 
of the Lutheran, Guianese.church, a 
class of young women has been 
specially trained for parish work. 
Those consecrated as Parish Workers 
are Mabel M. Baboolall, Maude 
Butisingh, Ruth Yisu Das, Florence 
C. Harry, and Olyve H. Steaman. 
We rejoice in the addition of these 
new young workers ‘to the. church 
staff, and pray that their ministry 
may be a fruitful one. 


SKELDON 


SKELDON. Mother's Day was 
celebrated by the members of 
Emmanuel Church and friends of oth- 
er churches. Liturgist for the Vespers 
was Mrs. A. A. Barran who chanted 
the Versicles. In an impressive 
pageant Miss Jane King led seven girls 
of the High School in lighting seven 
candles and eloquently honouring 
their mothers. Miss Gajadhar of the 


_ Canadian Mission Church led in the - 


responsive reading of a Psalm which 
was followed by the lesson read by 
Mrs... Pe tAs sMagalée.” uine. “Scots 
Church was represented by Miss 
Davis who brought a_ meditative 
message. The Sunday School child- 
ren, prepared by Mmes. Latchman 
and Magalee with appropriate recita- 
tions, acquitted themselves creditably 
and sang lustily. Two wreaths were 
solemnly laid on the altar as a tribute 
to the faithful departed mothers, 
while Miss Kamal Barran and Nellie 
Singh adorned the mothers and 
grandmothers with exquisite cor- 
sages especially made by the Luther 
League, 

Church Attendance. Pastor Mag- 
alee and Miss Anderson were pre- 
sent every Sunday for the entire 
month of June in order to give their 
undivided attention to Emmanuel. 
Miss Anderson came up for six con- 
secutive Sundays. 

A vigorous every-member- 
visitation has been completed. 
Efforts were concentrated on back- 
sliders, and special prayers were 
offered for the indifferent who were 
asked to co-operate so that’ time 
spent might be used to bring in others 
who are not earnestly seeking the 
light. God has answered our pray- 
ers and abundantly blessed the inde- 
fatigable efforts of all workers. Not 
only the average attendance has 
increased by 100% but offerings, too, 
have multiplied. Among the mem- 
bers on last communion Sunday was 
a young man who never left his home 
for seven years. This Sunday he 
came out and joined in the service. 
Special prayers were offered for his 
recovery. We ask the prayers of 
the whole Church. 

Sunday School. The Sunday 
School has taken on new life. How 


! 


| 
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beautiful it is to hear a hundred 
children sing ‘‘Rolled Away.” 
Thanks to Miss Anderson for the 
new choruses learned. Dividing the 
Skeldon area into three sections, 
Mmes. Magalee, Barran, and Latch- 
man worked intensively to build the 
Sunday School. Long before four 
o'clock, each teacher goes into her 
section, and the stroke of the second 
bell brings no less than twenty or 
thirty children each. 

A Teachers Class is organised 
and meets at the parsonage every 
Saturday evening. The Pastor out- 
lined The Lutheran Leadership Course 
which is planned on three levels, and 
advocated the study of text books in 
the more elementary series. Accord- 
ingly, teachers are now studying My 
Preparation. | The purpose of this 
book is to lead the teacher into 
“fuller appreciation of the value of 
preparation and to help her develop 
a very simple technique by which 
she can effectively prepare herself for 
her specific task.’’ 

Luther League. The Luther 
League, which suffered a decline in 
attendance on account of the inclem- 
ency of the weather, is now gather- 
ing momentum speedily. On July 9, 
a good many came out to judge the 
debate Resolved: That the cinema, 
is a force for good. The main issues 
of the debate were Education, Eco- 
nomics, Entertainment, and Culture. 
After directing the jury. the Pastor 
put the issue to the vote. The audi- 
érice, with rousing applause, declared 
in-favour of the affirmative. In con- 
clusion, Mr. Edgar Menzies gave help- 
ful -criticism for better argumenta- 
tion. Plans are now underway to 
organise a Committee for Tract 
Evangelisation; two members have 
already volunteered. 

SPRINGLANDS. Since Mr. R. 
S. Beharry has assumed the responsi- 
bility of the evening services held 
every Sunday, this preaching point 
has been vying with Emmanuel. 
Members are enthusiastic, and look 
forward to the attainment of con- 
gregational status. On June 8, a 
Special Service was held commemor- 


(continued on page 5) 
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‘ Because the desire of a Christian 
is to bring his Saviour to others 
who have not experienced the peace 
and comfort of God in their lives, 
we print the following true story as 
told by one man whose chief desire 
today is to serve God. 

| was born in an Orthodox Hindu 

_ home. My parents were strictly re- 
| ligious since they were descendants 
| of the highest caste, the Brahmins, 
especially my father, a recognized 
Pandit (priest.) Every morning and 
evening the family would gather to- 
gether for worship around the altar 
with its many idols and Father would 
read from his sacred books and we 
would have to sit and listen atten- 
tively. 

We were living ona sugar plan- 
tation and my father was in charge 
of the Hindu temple. On Saturdays 
and Sundays he was very busy as he 
went to the homes of the people 
who would call him to read portions 
of the scriptures. At the end of 
each such ceremony my father re- 
ceived a fine amount of money. | 
always went with him because | 
was fortunate in getting a few cents. 


During the week many people 
came to the priest with different 
problems. One man might come to 
ask the priest to tell him who his 
ememies are. Another might say 
his child is sick and he needs a guide. 
At these times my father would get 
a lot of money, for the people had 
to pay whatever he asked. Many 
times | saw Father write something 
on a piece of paper, wrap it in a piece 
of red cloth and give it as a guide 
to the one who was sick. My 
father's answers were never true; 
they were his own thoughts. 
In 1939 my parents decided to 
leave the sugar plantation and settle 


(continued from page 4) 


ating *: Children’s Day. Sunlight, 

moonlight, stars, birds, and flowers 

Were 1epresented by children of the 

Sunday School who, in recitation and 

#3 joined in expressing gratitude 
od. 


| HOW ONE MAN FOUND JESUS 


in village, where we still live. 
Father was priest here too. | shout 
thanks to God for directing us here 
so that my eyes could be opened by 
the Word of God. 

| was sent to Lutheran 
School. Here | first heard about 
Jesus and His love for children. | 
learned that Jesus loves me too; so 
my interest turned and | went to 
Sunday School instead of with my 
father. When | returned from Sun- 
day School | was sometimes flogged 
and sometimes given hard tasks. The 
more | was punished the more God 
helped me. The Catechist was al- 
ways at my side with encouraging 
words and even though Mother in- 
sulted him he visited our home each 
week, 

One day in school the class was 
asked to write a letter to the teacher 
telling what we should like to be 
after school. | did not hesitate to 
write that | should like to become a 
catechist teacher, like my teacher. 
The Catechist was very pleased and 
said to me, ‘‘'—————, you could be- 
come one if you continue to attend 
Sunday School and Church services 
ana learn more about Jesus and pray 
every day.’’ Sol continued to run 
away to Sunday School. 

One Sunday morning | was 
touched as | listened to the Catechist 
preach on ‘‘Jesus the Great Healer.’ 
My thoughts went back to my father, 
and | wondered why people would 
come to him for help in sickness 
when instead they could go to Jesus 
who can cure with a touch. That 
evening | told my father the story. 
He said, ‘‘Well, Jesus has power from 
God, but | only try to satisfy the 
people because they come to offer 
money to me.’ 


He | (continued on page 8) 
| When fell Thy dreadful shadow and it 


seemed 

That all was blackness, yet. the silver 
gleamed 

Beyond the clouds; and, in the vanished 
years 


That once were darkened’with remem- 
bered tears, 

| know these came to me at Thy com- 

manding 

Kindness and Love and Understanding. 

Reginald C. Eva. 
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| BUXTON. “Holy “Trinity held | 


its congregational meeting, ‘at which 
the most important item of business 
was presentation of the 1952 budget. 
A special presentation for Steward- 
ship was given, following ‘which a 
Stewardship Committee'was formed 
of Messrs. Frank H.’Baron; Chairman; 
Winslow Zepher: Clement Farnum; 
Dan Shivhorack; Mmes. Edith Miller, 
and Elfreda Gopie. 

“The Third | Anniversary” of 
dedication’ was observed with a 
special service. © 


Announcement. has been made 
of the engagement of. Miss Sita 
Latchman, (Miss. Luther League for 
1951) to Mr. Rickford Baron. 


GOLDEN GROVE. This new 
Sunday School is progressing very 
satisfactorily. Within three months 
the enrollment has increased to 35, 
with never less than 25 pupils in at- 
tendance every Sunday. 


GROMARITYS The. tse. eeuke 
Chapel ‘has had a face lifting and has 
now taken on the “‘New Look.” 
This ‘dilapidated, unpainted, and 
twisted building has been: straight- 
ened and whitewashed, and the 
Chancel interior painted and faced 
with plywood. Our thanks to Miss 
Anderson and the girl’s sewing class 
for’ the’ Chancel renovation; cur 


gratitude to Catechist LalSingh, Mrs. 


Rajagado, and the Drepaul family for 
the carpentry and whitewashing. 

BUSH LOT. The St. Stephen 
Church is now registered as a build- 
ing in which banns may be published. 

The attendance at Service and 
Sunday School has shown remarkable 
improvement. At No.1 St. Stephen 
Sunday School the attendance has 
doubled, thanks to” Miss Maude 
Butisingh. 


At St. Stephen's annual Luther 


League meeting the following officers 
were elected: President—Ramsarran; 
Vice president—Harold Buchoon; 
Secretary—Chatoor Pooran; Asst. 
Secretary—Chetram Samaroo. 


NON ’PAREIL. This field of 
work has experienced great difficulty 
during the nine years of its existence, 
The Sunday School is obliged to meet 
out-of-doors, and church ‘services 
are conducted in’ a private home. 
Catechist D. Ramdeholl has recently 
been working in this area, and’ under, 
his guidance the work should thrive. 

VICTORIA. Holy Communion 
Church reports a. slight drop in 
church attendance, because of the 
heavy rains. For several weeks the 
congregation “has been gathering 
after church service for a hymn-sing 
withthe prospect of a future series 
of special musical, services. 


FAIRFIELD. The nrseAnnbar 


Parish Council Conference of the 
Upper East Coast Parish met at St. 
Matthew's on Tuesday, June 10. 

The. Luther League reported 
that it has planted. a garden, the 
fruits of which will assist them in 
attaining their 1953 objective. 


CORENTYNE — PARISH 


WHIM. The last’ quarterly 
Parish “Council Conference was held 
at StiJames Church. The theme of 
Conference was’ Our Common Invoca- 
tion. The Rev. P. A. Magalee, who 
conducted Matins, spoke on the sub- 
ject. Catechists Latchman, Menzies, 
and Jahoor also brought messages, 
and delivered papers on The Trinity. 
Conference closed with Vespers led 
by the Vice president of Conference, 
Catechist Marvin Jahoor. 


There was no business, as the 
chief object of this conference was 
inspiration and devotion. 


WILLIAMSBURG. After years 
of hoping, and a special six-month 
prayer period by the congregation, 
the management of Pin. Albion grants 
permission for the erection of the 
long-awaited Chapel. Plans for the 
building are going ahead rapidly. A 
model is on:exhibition at the home 
of Catechist Jahoor. The building 
committee is hoping to have the 
chapel completed by Christmas. 


Beptember—October, 1952 
SSKELDON HIGH SCHOOL 


School Newspaper. The third 
| issue of The Clarion has been released 
and distributed throughout the dis- 
i) trict. It contains news of the activ- 
ities of school organizations, also 
I ‘interesting articles on a variety of 
Pisubjects. The first issue of 200 
l, icopies has been sold out. The secona 
ssue is being reprinted and sent to 
alumni students, and friends in the 
i) United States. 

Examinations. During the first 
hree weeks in June most of the Form 
V students wrote the General Certifi- 
ate of Education of the University 
ef London at ordinary level; 9 boys 
and 8 girls have entered for the Cam- 
bridge School Certificate in Decem- 
| ber 1952. Students Lakram Sarju and 
I) Sheila Sukhram passed their Pupil 
) Teachers’ Appointment. Congratu- 
lations to them! 

Boy Scouts. Troop 52 has been 
aking splendid progress under Scout 
l) master R. Raman. During the month 

Jof August he took the Scouters’ 
ourse at Atkinson Field. Mr. R. B. 
Scargall continues to give his interest 
and time, and the last ‘‘Paper Chase"’ 
ent on far into the night. 

Kindergarten Class. Plans are 
under way for the Kindergarten 
Class to open during the new school 

year in September. Children between 
he ages of 3 to 6 years will be admit- 
ted to this class. 

Dramatics. The Dramatic Club 
has been putting in extra work in 
order to be ready for the Speech 
Night, which will take place during 
September. Many “‘puppets’’ are now 
full-fledged players, and are taking 
heir places on the stage. The club 
is trying to get a new Sponsor. 
Enrollment Drive. Plans were 
completed for a big enrollment drive, 
which was made during the month of 
August. Visits were paid to districts 
as far as Crabwood Creek, and No. 
56 Village, since the new road, if 
ompleted, will help transportation 
by cycle. We hope that many new 
students will use this method of 


te 


transportation even ifthe bus service 
does not materialize. 

School Colours. Orders have 
been placed with Messrs. G. Betten- 
court for school ties and monograms 
for the girls. We hope to have these 
ready for use in the new school year. 

Robert S. Beharry, Principal, in 
a recent issue of The Clarion gives 
the welcome news that Skeldon 
High has been raised to the status of 
a B school, and is now working to- 
ward the attainment of A grade. 


GEORGETOWN | PARISH 


SAND HILLS. Attendance at 
Services, and at Mt. Zion Church 
activities during the past three 


months has been very encouraging. 
A class for the reception of new 
members has been started; it is 
hoped that the members will be 
ready for church membership at 
Harvest time. 

Increased interest in our place 
of worship is being shown by the 
congregation. Asaresult, the floor 
has been scrubbed, the walls and 
windows cleaned, and candles provid- 
ed for the altar, all of which were 
hitherto a special expense for the 
church. Praise and thanks are given 
to the Misses Samaree Sardhan, Ivy 
George, and Agnes Rodrigues who 
have done much of the work. Our 
services would be more worshipful if 
we had an organ, or harmonium. 
We pray that God will help us to 
achieve this. 

Day School. The high incidence 
of whooping cough in the district 
forced the school to close for three 
weeks, re-opening on July 16. Be- 
cause of this interruption our An- 
nual School Sports Event, which 
should have taken place in July, has 
been postponed until the First Term. 


He drew a circle that shut me out— 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But Love and | had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle that took him in! 
Edwin Markham 
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WES I---COAST-—-BERBIGE 
PARISH 

ROSIGNOL. Good Shepherd 
Church is rejoicing in the coming of 
Mr. Harold Kowlessar to work in 
this area. The members have also 
been busy in beautifying their place 
of worship. They are grateful to 
Mr. Joshua Beeka and Mr. A. Clarke 
for the gift of an attractive lectern. 

A series of cottage meetings 
have been sponsored by Messrs. 
Milton Rajpaul, Reuben Paul, Akbar 
Dinmahamad, David Jallim, and Brij- 
lall Singh. The work has indeed 
been blessed by the addition of 48 
new members to the church. 

A small library has been estab- 
lished for the use of members and 
friends. Additional books and maga- 


zines were recently received as a gift — 


from Christian friends in America. 

The Luther League was recently 
reorganized by Mr. Kowlessar, and 
Mr. |. Kallia who served as president. 
Under the present leadership of Mr, 
N. Samaroo the League has been 
making good progress. 


BERBICE RIVER PARISH. 

KWAKWANI. Under the 
leadership of Mr. Nathan Roup the 
work continues to go forward. One 
of the difficulties has been impassable 
roads which are hopelessly flooded. 
He has been obliged to wade 
through deep water to reach the 
people who need his services. Re- 
cently the Church has been cleaned 
and put into better condition for 
worship services. . A confirmation 
class is being conducted, and weekly 
church services are being held every 
Sunday morning at the Old Plant Site. 


PARISH INDEX 

On page two you will find a 
Parish Index. This information has 
been compiled so that all workers 
may have it conveniently. It will be 
a permanent feature of The Southern 
Cross. If you note any errors or 
omissions, will you please convey 
this information to the editor so that 
this list may be as correct as possible. 


(continued from page 5) 

On Monday | told my teache 
what Father had said. As | listene 
to my Catechist, | wondered what 
should do. | decided to tell m 
mother that | would like to becom 
a Christian. She said, “If you do, you 
will be punished; you will no longei 
be my son and cannot live with us." 
After | told them what | wanted to 
do | was prevented from attending 
church. Instead | had to work on 
the farm. | prayed, and after some 
time | was allowed to go to church 
again. 

Three years went by before my 
mother secretly consented that | 
should became a Christian. So on 
Easter, God took me into His Fold by 
baptism and | became a member o 
——Lutheran — congregation. 
But now the time of persecution 
really began, not only for me, but 
for our entire family. The village 
people refused to accept my father as 
priest. Uncles, aunts and brothers 
became bitter enemies of my parents. 
We were living on my _ uncle'‘s 
property, and he ordered us to move. 
Then Mother. turned against me and 
cried for many nights. She said | had 
brought destruction upon her and 
she told me to leave her home. But 
Father said, ‘Never mind, he is my 
son and there must be one black 
sheep in the fold.’ So | stayed 
home. 

| prayed day and night that the 
Gracious Heavenly Father would 
lead and direct my parents. We were 
able to leave my uncle's property, 
for Father bought another where we 
are able to live in peace. My parents 
are now seeing what happened to 
them: How God led them through 
difficulties and how He continues 
to shower His blessings on our home 
and how many of the things they did 
were wrong. My many uncles, aunts 
and brothers came back tous. God 
guides me in pointing out many 
things to my brothers and relatives. 
and they, too, are beginning to do 
away with many such things as caste 
system, yearly ceremonies, etc. | 
ask that you pray, as | have done, 
that my relatives and friends might 
accept Jesus. 


